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ABOUT OUR WORSHIP 
 

We welcome all who gather here today! We are blessed to celebrate together the mercy, 

grace, and love we have from God through the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

 

Children: Families with children are very welcome here. Having children in church is 

important so they can begin to learn about their faith in Jesus, and it’s good for the whole 

congregation to see. Please feel comfortable keeping “squirmy” kids in the service. This is 

where they belong, too! 

 

Pew Cards: Guests and Members, please fill out the card you picked up on the way in and 

place in the offering plate on the way out. You may note specific prayer requests there. 

 

If standing is difficult: Please feel free to remain seated during any portion of the service. 

Please let an Elder or Usher know if you need communion in your pew seat. 

 

About our celebration of Holy Communion: We celebrate the Lord’s Supper in the 

confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 

bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins 

and to strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table 

those who trust his words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as 

he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth his death until he comes. 

 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood contrary to that which is stated 

above do so to their great harm, and also because Holy Communion is a confession of the 

faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold 

a confession differing from that of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire 

to receive the sacrament, are asked first to speak with Pastor. Those not communing are 

still invited to come forward for a blessing from Pastor, and you may indicate this by 

crossing your arms over your chest. 

 

 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE and GREETING 

P: Peace be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Please stand as able. The sign of the cross + may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C: who made heaven and earth. 

P: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

 

P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive 

the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first 

consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in 

thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 

seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

 

P: Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and 

gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins 

and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously 

receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

INTROIT           Psalm 27:3-5; antiphon: 27:1 

P: The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 

C: The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

P: Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; 

C: though war arise against me, yet I will be confident. 

P: One thing have I asked of the LORD, that I will seek after: 

C: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, 

 to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple. 

P: For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; 

C: he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high upon a rock. 
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

P: The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 

C: The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

 

KYRIE               Mark 10:47 

P: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

C: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

 Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

P: Let us pray. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; 

C: and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide 

for all our needs of body and soul. 

P: Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, 

C: give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; 

P: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING      Numbers 21:4-9 

4 From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom. And the 

people became impatient on the way. 5 And the people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why 

have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, 

and we loathe this worthless food.” 6 Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they 

bit the people, so that many people of Israel died. 7 And the people came to Moses and said, “We 

have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he take 

away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8 And the LORD said to Moses, “Make 

a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” 9 So 

Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the 

bronze serpent and live. 
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P: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE READING                 Ephesians 2:1-10 

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of 

this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of 

disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the 

desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 
4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we 

were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 
6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that 

in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in 

Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it 

is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in 

them. 

 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand as able 

 

VERSE                   John 3:16 

P: For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 

C: that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 

 

GOSPEL READING           John 3:14-21 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 3rd chapter. 

C: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said:] 14 “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 

lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

 
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 

perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 

but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not 

condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in 

the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and 

people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. 20 For everyone who 

does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed. 
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21 But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works 

have been carried out in God.” 

 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

NICENE CREED 

C: I believe in one God, 

  the Father Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth 

   and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

  the only-begotten Son of God, 

  begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

  God of God, Light of Light, 

  very God of very God, 

  begotten, not made, 

  being of one substance with the Father, 

  by whom all things were made; 

  who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

  and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

  and was made man; 

  and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

  He suffered and was buried. 

  And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

   and ascended into heaven 

  and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the Lord and giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

  who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

  who spoke by the prophets. 

  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

  I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

  and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

  and the life + of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 
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SERMON HYMN 

God Loved the World So That He Gave     LSB 571 (please stand on st. 6) 

 

 

 
 

5 If you are sick, if death is near, 

This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 

Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; 

That is the firmest ground of faith. 

 

 6 Glory to God the Father, Son, 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To You, O blessèd Trinity, 

Be praise now and eternally! 
    Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

 

SERMON 

 

 

 

Please stand as able 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Each petition ends with this response: P: Lord, in Your mercy, 

     C: hear our prayer.  

 

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE 

P: The Lord be with you.        2 Timothy 4:22 

C: And also with you. 

 

P: Lift up your hearts.         Colossians 3:1 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.              Psalm 136 

C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed 

hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS (spoken)                Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

P: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might: 

C: Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

P: Hosanna! Hosanna! 

C: Hosanna in the highest! 

P: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

C: Hosanna in the highest! 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 
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  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

  give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and give it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My + body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave 

it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My + blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

Communion will be served in a continuous fashion. Households may commune at the same time 

together. Ushers will help direct you forward via the center aisle; please return to your seats via 

the side aisles. Gluten-free bread is available for those who need it, as is non-alcoholic grape juice. 

Simply request either when you come forward to receive Communion. 

 

After Communion, please stand as able 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P: Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 

in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

 

CLOSING HYMN 

Amazing Grace                                                                                                                   LSB 744  

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS and SENDING WORDS 

P: We go to live for Jesus! 

C: We go to share His love! 
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Next Week’s Readings (Fifth Sunday in Lent) 

OT Reading:  Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Epistle Reading:  Hebrews 5:1-10 

Gospel Reading: Mark 10:32-45 

 

 

 
 

(Agnus Day appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org) 
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